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different	 questions,	 and	 provide	 different	 perspectives	 on	 possible	
histories.	Here,	in	response	to	Rawlence	et	al.,	we	reiterate	the	aspects	
of	our	 study	 and	 its	 findings.	We	conclude	 that	 all	 recent	 contribu-
tions	have	been	valuable,	and	are	not	necessarily	mutually	exclusive	in	
	regard	to	their	interpretation.




tions	of	our	 inferential	 analysis,	we	highlight	 the	multiple	 evolution-
ary	scenarios	that	can	lead	to	the	signatures	of	an	old	coalescent	time	






is	 not	 recoverable	 in	our	 analyses.	Most	 importantly,	we	 simply	 ad-
dress	 the	 admixture	 of	 populations	 of	 the	 same	 species	 and	 never	
call	 into	 question	 the	 extinct	 species	 of	C. sumnerensis.	Assessment	
of	hybridization	between	C. sumnerensis and C. atratus is beyond the 
scope	of	our	paper,	and	it	is	not	addressable	without	adding	genetic	
samples	of	C. sumnerensis to our analysis.
In	 reply	 to	Rawlence	 et	al.,	 the	 findings	 of	Rawlence	 et	al.,	 2017	
are not in contrast to ours as the two studies do not address the same 
question	 (i.e.,	 extinction	of	C. sumnerensis	 from	 the	current	NZ	black	
swans	genetic	pool	and	the	potential	population	admixture	of	C. atratus 
between	 introduced	 individuals	and	 local	 individuals	already	 living	 in	
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